Proclamation

By the 

Governor of the State of Texas 

Domestic violence in our country and in the State of Texas is intolerable and must be stopped.  According to the Texas Department of Public Safety in 2006 there were 186,868 family violence incidents and in the same year 120 women were murdered by their domestic partners.  The Texas Health and Human Services Commission estimated that 982,916 Texas women were battered in 2006 and the National Domestic Violence Hotline has reported that it has received more than 1.3 million calls since 1996.  
Many Federal, State and local programs addressing the domestic violence problem have achieved success bringing together families.  The success of coordinated community-focused efforts is helping us win the battle against domestic violence in Texas.  Community leaders, police, judges, advocates, healthcare workers and concerned Americans are working together across our country and the State of Texas to develop solutions to this serious social problem and implement services that will improve our responses when it occurs.  Programs designed to educate men and women about the ways they can help prevent domestic violence are being developed across our Nation and great state.  It is incumbent on every Texan to aid and assist those suffering from domestic abuse and to let victims know that support is available through shelters, hotlines and other important services.  
Domestic violence is a major public concern for the State of Texas and is the single largest cause of injury to women.  The crime of domestic violence violates members of our community’s privacy, dignity, security and humanity in the form of physical, emotional, sexual, psychological and economic abuse.  Studies have shown that domestic violence is not confined to any specific group or people, but effects people of all races, backgrounds, economic levels, educational levels, family structures, ages and religions.   

Therefore, I, Rick Perry Governor of Texas do hereby proclaim October 2007, Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Texas, and urge the appropriate recognition whereof.  

In official recognition whereof, I hereby affix my signature this 1st day of October 2007.  

Rick Perry 

Governor of Texas 

Attested by:

Phil Wilson
Secretary of State 

