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Voices of the "Well Meaning" Men are Silent.....        
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It seems that lately, every other day, someone’s father, husband, boyfriend, friend, co-worker murders a family member in our “family venerating” city. In San Antonio we have witnessed, an 

old boyfriend who murdered the new boyfriend, the attempted murder of Virginia Ruiz, the murder of Misty Espinoza, and the triple murder of a wife, daughter and friend within a matter of 2 weeks. These deaths diminish us all.

After each murder, media newscasters calmly comment on “the sad story”, directors of family violence programs are interviewed by the media in English and Spanish, and reports include the latest description of our deadly statistics on family violence. We call for the police to get tough on the abusers and they are.  Family violence program directors call on the community to continue supporting the work of ending family violence.  

What we never hear is outrage from those men who don’t hurt abuse or kill their loved ones; the silent ones who by our standards are considered the “good” ones.  These are the men who make the world go round, with our help of course.  We do not know why they don’t speak up. Perhaps, they want to “mind their own business”.  They may “mean well” by not getting into other peoples’ business, but they are doing our community a terrible disservice.  

Their voice is heard in other areas.  If the economy is threatened, the male leadership has something to say.  If AT& T leaves town, the guys have an opinion.  If the Spurs fall in the playoffs, there is not enough media space to cover men’s comments.  But, when the family, the basic unit of our society’s economic, emotional, spiritual, financial and environmental survival, is under attack by one of their own, not a single male leaders’ voice is heard for hundreds of miles.  Where are the comments of the chambers of commerce heads, the warnings from bank owners, the medical community’s alarm, the churches’ counsel, or the media’s articles that help inform and deliver the community from the reign of family violence?  

It has been said that "All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing." (Edmund Burke). Good men who “mean well” and remain silent miss the fact that it is their brothers, friends, co-workers, sons, cousins, nephews etc., who are killing and it is they who can influence their brothers, friends, co-workers, etc.  Men listen to other men.  Your voice and outrage can challenge your male counterparts. It can say that imposing their will on their victims even to the point of murder is not acceptable to other males.  What holds you back?  Does your silence indicate support for murder? Does your silence reinforce the perpetration of the violence and support abuse and homicide?  

Silence not only damages the family, it ignores the collateral damage to co-workers who are killed and threatened. It neglects that workplaces have become vulnerable to spill over violence,  it plays down that children are being taught that abuse is a way to solve problems, and it devalues that police officers are killed or maimed trying to do their jobs, protecting others.  
Silence screams that abusive entitlement behavior by your male counterparts is no big deal.  However, it is a big deal that the success of our community is rooted in the health, wellbeing and survival of the family unit.  Señores, Hombres, Amigos, Papis, Bros, Daddy’s, Abuelos, Friends, Camarada, Compadre, Grandpas, Carnal, Sirs, Do something-end the silence!! 
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