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Houston Area Organizations To Combat Domestic Abuse And Teen Dating Violence
Houston, TX.--September 28, 2007— In 2006 Harris County possessed the highest domestic violence related murder rate in Texas with 17 women killed by their domestic partners.  This statistic is even more tragic when one realizes that also in the same year the State of Texas saw a total of 120 lives lost to domestic violence.  Consider these additional alarming statistics:
· The Texas Department of Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) estimates that 982,916 Texas women were battered in 2006.

· 187,811 family violence incidents were reported to the Texas Department of Public Safety (TDPS) in 2005. 

· The National Domestic Violence Hotline (NDVH) has answered more than 1.7 million calls since its inception in 1996.  Texas consistently ranks in the top five states from which the Hotline receives calls. 
In an effort to fight domestic abuse and teen dating violence issues, Houston’s Collective Harmony and Keeping Hands Off are jointly sponsoring a city-wide violence prevention initiative called The Snapshot: A VIVID And Up Close Look At Teen Dating Violence & Domestic Abuse on Saturday, October 6, 2007 at the Acres Home Multi-Service Center located at 6719 West Montgomery Road.  The event is free and open to the public.  
“This important event, made possible with a Grassroots Micro-Grant from the Texas Council on Family Violence (TCFV) and the Ms. Foundation for Women, will provide support and answers to our community through awareness, literature, education, performances, music and art as common approaches to the primary prevention of violence among teens and adults” said Sharon L. Washington, Executive Director of Collective Harmony.  Joining Washington in announcing the October 6 event was Cedric Lee, with Keeping Hands Off who stated that, “It is our collective goal to offer guidance and education to help teens and adults from underserved communities to make life changing decisions about the direction of their lives with the goal of preventing unsafe situations for all”.
The special grant from the Ms. Foundation for Women allows TCFV to support grassroots organizations and domestic violence initiatives like The Snapshot.  Sean Tate with TCFV stated that “We are fortunate to be a part of this significant event in Houston and are hopeful that the occasion will further enhance the local community’s awareness of domestic and teen violence issues.  We applaud the collaboration of Collective Harmony and Keeping Hands Off in sponsoring such a worthwhile activity”.  
 For more detailed information on The Snapshot initiative contact:

Sharon Washington at 281.667.4088 (www.collectiveharmony.org) or 
Cedric Lee at 832.439.1440 (keepinghandsoff@yahoo.com)   
