Make It Real: A TCFV Prevention Conference
Texas Council on Family Violence held its first prevention conference, “Make It Real”, in Austin from May 27-29, 2009.  The conference focused on practices that stop violence before it begins using comprehensive, community-based approaches. Registration filled quickly and participants from across the state attended. 

The “Make It Real” prevention conference featured a new, interactive format for the two and a half day event. The concept was a peer sharing and learning environment where participants connected, shared, and learned from one another’s experiences. 

Along with the Texas participants, nine prevention leaders and practitioners from across the country conducted various sessions. These visiting presenters acted as “senior” peers, sharing their prevention work, strategies, and tools with participants. 

Visiting presenters were showcased through different interactive formats. One format was a panel where presenters shared information regarding their prevention programming, followed by facilitated, small group work by the participants. The second piece was an intensive coaching session. Presenters  facilitated a peer-to-peer learning session with the participants using their own organizations’ prevention planning tools as examples. TCFV also invited leaders in community action planning and community engagement to share their experiences in two dynamic keynote sessions. 

In preparation for this participatory format, registrants were encouraged to talk with their colleagues and communities about concerns and questions regarding their prevention work. During the event, participants had many opportunities to share their successes and lessons learned with each other. 

TCFV is hopeful that this dynamic interactive format allows participants to gain useful information, get specific feedback and resources, and highlight for their peers the great prevention work that is happening across Texas!

TAASA and TCFV Prevention, Working Together
In recent years, both Texas Association Against Sexual Assault (TAASA) and TCFV have taken bold steps in providing support and leadership for prevention efforts in Texas. TAASA and TCFV have collaborated to provide the most relevant support to Texas programs working on prevention. 

TAASA and TCFV prevention departments began their collaboration with regular monthly meetings to discuss national prevention trends, as well as trends in technical assistance and training needs across the state. TAASA invited TCFV to co-facilitate its regional prevention trainings. Both organizations conducted brief surveys of member programs regarding prevention training priorities. The results allowed the organizations to customize a day-long training for each of TAASA’s regions. 

Together, TAASA and TCFV offered regional trainings in San Antonio, Fort Worth, Harlingen, Pasadena and Amarillo. Trainings featured at least one representative from each organization working in tandem to develop content and deliver the training. To date this collaboration has completed four of the five regional trainings and initial feedback from programs is overwhelmingly positive. 

As the two organizations look ahead to the coming year, continued collaboration will be a priority. TCFV is proud to join with TAASA in offering our members streamlined trainings on the most pertinent prevention topics. 

