Here is some exciting Prevention News that we got from the Panhandle Crisis Center in Perryton, TX! Please keep us updated with your efforts to engage your community in violence prevention by sending us an email to prevention@tcfv.org.  
Panhandle Crisis Center Welcomes Ted Bunch from A Call To Men
By: Bobette Doerrie 
      Primary Prevention Coordinator 
      Panhandle Crisis Center, Perryton, TX   
When we discovered we had the opportunity to put on a community education program, we immediately thought of bringing a dynamic speaker we had been trying to get for years--Ted Bunch, co-founder of A Call To Men. Ted was able to come, and spoke in a whole new way about men and women working together to confront domestic violence and sexual assault issues. We organized five different speaking engagements for him. He spoke to coaches and athletes, faith-based communities, youth mentors and educators, criminal justice professionals and the general public. Each presentation was focused on the different groups’ ability to implement his suggestions. He analyzed the roots of family violence and sexual assault and offered concrete ways to change the behavior and attitudes of men and women.  

There were about 160 youth and adults in the session for coaches and athletes, which was scheduled with help from Perryton High School’s Athletic Director Neal Hugg. Additionally, Coach Ronnie Watson from Balko, a small neighboring community in Oklahoma, brought his athletes. They were treated to a delicious dinner donated by area churches and volunteers. The coaches received gift bags filled with donated items, including a Play Book and Coaching Cards from Coaching Boys Into Men, which contain specific advice for coaches to help boys understand the need for respect and non-violent behavior toward girls and women. 

Citing specific statistics, Ted stated that men’s violence against women is the leading cause of injury to women. He noted that most men do not assault women, and that the key to solving the problem of sexual assault and domestic violence is for more well-meaning men to join with women in the effort. He argued that well-meaning men give implicit permission for violence against women to occur through their silence, blaming women, minimizing consequences and becoming insensitive to violence. If men speak up to other men, saying, “This has to stop,” then violent men will begin to pay attention.

  A Call to Men’s website has several resources that advocates can use. The Panhandle Crisis Center staff printed some of the suggestions on the back of the brochures given to attendees and on the placemats on the tables for the coaches’ and athletes’ lunch. 

The amount of preparation was extensive. The staff arranged travel, location and defined specific groups to address. Because of our location in the Panhandle, we invited people to attend from nine counties in three states. Individual notes and phone calls followed the mail-out of the posters and cover letter. Advertising on television, the newspaper, radio interviews, and posters in many public places was part of the outreach plan. CJAD credit for criminal justice professionals was obtained, and resulted in excellent attendance for that session. The exchange between advocates and criminal justice personnel was especially interesting, as each group shared insights that made a difference in attitudes toward cooperation between the two groups. 

The preparation for this series of events was well worth the hard work; Ted brought inspiration and renewed energy to us all!

